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Technical	
  notes:	
  
-­‐	
  Region:	
  Bordeaux,	
  France.	
  
-­‐	
  Location:	
  Village	
  of	
  Lamarque;	
  appellation	
  Haut-­‐Médoc.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  Size:	
  38	
  hectares	
  
-­‐	
  Blend:	
  45%	
  cabernet-­‐Sauvignon;	
  45%	
  Merlot;	
  10%	
  Petit-­‐Verdot.	
  
-­‐	
  Yield:	
  35	
  Hl/ha	
  
-­‐	
  Age:	
  	
  average	
  of	
  35	
  years	
  	
  
-­‐	
  Density:	
  average	
  of	
  7	
  500	
  vines/ha	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  Oenologist	
  consultant:	
  Docteur	
  Eric	
  Boissenot.	
  
-­‐Wine	
  process:	
  Reception	
  of	
  the	
  harvest	
  in	
  the	
  vat	
  room,	
  which	
  goes	
  through	
  a	
  computerized	
  optical	
  
sorting	
   machine.	
   Traditional	
   Bordeaux	
   style	
   vinification	
   in	
   stainless	
   steel	
   and	
   cement	
   vats	
   with	
  
thermoregulation,	
   each	
   plot	
   fermenting	
   separately.	
   	
   (bleedind	
   (only)	
   of	
   each	
   vats	
   to	
   obtain	
   a	
  
maximal	
   concentration).	
  The	
  entire	
  production	
   is	
   aged	
   in	
  Allier	
  oak	
  barrels	
   (18	
  months	
  with	
   four	
  
rackings	
  and	
  a	
  fining).	
  No	
  filtration,	
  only	
  a	
  light	
  straining.	
  
-­‐	
  Second	
  wine:	
  D	
  de	
  Lamarque,	
  as	
  (Donjon	
  de	
  Lamarque)	
  
-­‐Vine-­‐growing:	
  Soil	
  improvement	
  and	
  fertilisation:	
  Méthode	
  Cousinié	
  =	
  Absolute	
  respect	
  for	
  nature!	
  
«	
  Plus	
  d’équilibre	
  nutritionnel	
  des	
  vignes	
  pour	
  moins	
  de	
  traitements	
  »:	
  a	
  more	
  nutritive	
  balance	
  in	
  the	
  
plants	
  for	
  less	
  spraying	
  with	
  a	
  low	
  input	
  agriculture	
  approach.	
  	
  
-­‐	
  Protection:	
  reasonable	
  combating	
  (only	
  curative	
  and	
  never	
  preventive);	
  Pruning	
  and	
  debudding;	
  
-­‐	
  Green	
  harvest:	
  	
  
1.	
  Deflowering	
  in	
  May	
  (Merlot	
  &	
  Petit	
  Verdot);	
  	
  
2.	
  Unripe	
  bunches	
  in	
  July	
  (Cabernet	
  Franc	
  &	
  Sauvignon);	
  	
  
3.	
  Mid-­‐veraison	
  to	
  mid-­‐August	
  (Cabernet	
  Sauvignon)	
  
-­‐	
  Eastern	
  leaf	
  trim	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  July	
  and	
  Western	
  leaf	
  trim	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  August.	
  
	
  



 

 	
   Vintage	
  2014	
   	
  
	
   	
  

	
  
Tasting	
  comments	
  -­‐	
  Vintage	
  2014:	
  
	
  
James	
  Suckling	
  :	
  
"As	
   long	
   as	
  I	
   have	
   been	
   drinking	
   Bordeaux,	
   the	
   wines	
   of	
   Chateau	
   de	
   Lamarque	
   have	
  
offered	
  exceptional	
  value.	
  The	
  Fabulous	
  castle	
  of	
  Lamarque	
  is	
  between	
  the	
  appellations	
  of	
  Margaux	
  
and	
   Saint-­‐Julien	
   in	
   the	
   Haut-­‐Médoc.	
   Its	
   wines	
   seem	
  much	
   closer	
   in	
   style	
   to	
   Saint-­‐Julien,	
   with	
   a	
  
beautiful	
   richness	
   of	
   fruit	
   but	
   a	
   firmness	
   and	
   tension	
   from	
   the	
   intense	
   tannin	
   backbone.	
   This	
   is	
  
because	
  they	
  are	
  mostly	
  made	
  of	
  cabernet	
  sauvignon,	
  along	
  with	
  merlot	
  and	
  a	
  tiny	
  amount	
  of	
  petit-­‐
verdot.	
  The	
  wines	
  are	
  very	
  approachable	
  when	
  young	
  but	
   they	
  age	
   incredibly	
  well.	
  Check	
  out	
   the	
  
most	
  recent	
  top	
  vintages	
  and	
  understand	
  that	
  outstanding	
  Bordeaux	
  doesn't	
  need	
  to	
  cost	
  a	
  fortune."	
  
-­‐	
  May	
  2014:	
  HK,	
  Bordeaux	
  Confidential.	
  
	
  
=>	
  91-­‐92	
  points:	
  “Big	
  and	
  juicy	
  with	
  chocolate,	
  tar	
  and	
  berry	
  character.	
  Full	
  and	
  velvety.”	
  
	
  
	
  
WINE	
  ENTHUSIAST-­‐	
  by	
  ROGER	
  VOSS:	
  
92–94	
   points:	
   “There	
   is	
   a	
   good	
   balance	
   of	
   fruit	
   and	
   dense	
   tannins	
   in	
   this	
   wine.	
   It	
   has	
  medium	
  
concentration,	
  with	
  a	
  solid,	
  dry	
  background.	
  In	
  the	
  front,	
  the	
  fruit	
  is	
  rich	
  yet	
  fresh."	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
JANCIS	
  ROBINSON:	
  	
  
16,5	
  points:	
   “Very	
  deep	
  crimson.	
  Lightly	
  spicy	
  nose	
  with	
  a	
  hint	
  of	
  Bovril	
  meat	
  extract.	
  	
  Appertising	
  
and	
   zesty	
   with	
   very	
   much	
   more	
   bumptious	
   fruit	
   than	
   tannins	
   at	
   first,	
   although	
   the	
   tannins	
   are	
  
certainly	
  lurking	
  there.	
  	
  Godd	
  stuff!	
  Mulberries.	
  	
  Just	
  a	
  little	
  soft.”	
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DECANTER	
  	
  -­‐	
  by	
  STEVEN	
  SPURRIER	
  –	
  TOP	
  10	
  	
  HAUT-­‐MEDOC	
  2014	
  
16,5	
   points:	
   “Finely	
  expressed	
  Cabernet	
   fruit	
  with	
   ripe	
  Merlot	
  behind.	
  
Fine	
  structure	
  and	
  length;	
  very	
  good	
  in	
  this	
  vintage.”	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
MATTHEW	
  JUKES:	
  	
  
16+	
  points:	
   "Very	
  impressive	
  and	
  dark	
  and	
  somewhat	
  surprisingly	
  tannic	
  on	
  the	
  finish	
  but	
  the	
  fruit	
  
is	
  more	
  than	
  focussed	
  enough	
  to	
  support	
  it.	
  A	
  little	
  one-­‐dimensional,	
  but	
  there	
  is	
  good	
  length	
  and	
  
decent	
  depth	
  here,	
  too.	
  16+"	
  
	
  
LE	
  FIGARO	
  VIN	
  –	
  by	
  Bernard	
  Burtschy	
  
16	
  points:	
  “Le	
  nez	
  est	
  très	
  intense,	
  fumé	
  et	
  fruits	
  rouges.	
  Le	
  vin	
  est	
  d’une	
  bonne	
  densité,	
  structuré	
  
avec	
  un	
  joli	
  fruit."	
  
	
  
	
  
WINE	
  CHRONICLE	
  –	
  by	
  Panos	
  Kakaviatos	
  
89-­‐91+	
   points:	
   "This	
   estate	
   is	
   among	
   the	
  most	
   gorgeous	
   in	
  Bordeaux,	
   a	
  medieval	
   castle!	
  And	
   the	
  
sample	
  in	
  2014	
  ain’t	
  bad	
  at	
  all.	
  Black	
  fruit	
  aromatics.	
  Blackberry	
  and	
  plum.	
  Brisk	
  attack.	
  High	
  tannin	
  
first,	
   then	
   highish	
   acidity,	
   with	
   medium	
   plus	
   alcohol.	
   The	
   mid	
   palate	
   is	
   somewhat	
   broad	
   and	
  
“unfocused”	
  but	
  the	
  finish	
  is	
  taut	
  and	
  drives	
  things	
  through.	
  Barrel	
  aging	
  will	
  bring	
  good	
  things	
  for	
  
you.	
  Tasted	
  non	
  blind	
  at	
  Vintex	
  with	
  similar	
  reaction.	
  89-­‐91+"	
  
	
  
	
  
CORNEY	
  &	
  BARROW:	
  
16+	
  points:	
  
-­‐	
  Alison	
  Buchanan	
  (Associate	
  Director	
  &	
  Wine	
  Buyer):	
  
“This	
   is	
   fresh	
   and	
   sweet,	
   with	
   pure,	
   aromatic	
   fruit,	
   black	
   and	
   red	
   fruit	
   to	
   the	
   fore,	
   scented	
   with	
  
violets.	
  One	
  can	
  sense	
  the	
  peppered	
  character	
  of	
  PV	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  already	
  some	
  weight	
  and	
  texture	
  in	
  
mid	
   –	
   palate	
  which	
  will	
   continue	
   to	
   do	
  well	
   during	
   elevage.	
   Fresh	
   cherries	
   and	
   red	
   fruit	
   prevail,	
  
sherbet	
   and	
  white	
   pepper	
   spice	
   -­‐	
   good	
   effort.	
  Attractive,	
   perfumed	
   finish	
  with	
   a	
   decisive	
  mineral	
  
streak.”	
  
-­‐	
  Guy	
  Seddon	
  (MW):	
  
	
  “Perfumed	
  –	
  violets	
  on	
  the	
  nose	
  and	
  lifted	
  black	
  cherries.	
  Quite	
  high	
  toned.	
  Saline,	
  briny,	
   ferrous	
  
black	
  fruit	
  on	
  the	
  palate,	
  with	
  firm,	
  very	
  grippy	
  tannins	
  from	
  the	
  outset,	
  although	
  they	
  feel	
  phenolic	
  
rather	
   than	
   oaky.	
  Metallic	
   'charge'	
   on	
   the	
   finish.	
   The	
   oak	
   is	
   sensitively	
   handled	
   and	
   should	
  meld	
  
easily.	
  “	
  
	
  
	
  
JEAN-­‐MARC	
  QUARIN:	
  
15,5	
  points.	
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PRIVATE	
  CELLAR	
  Ltd.	
  –	
  by	
  Nicola	
  Arcedeckne-­‐Butler	
  (MW):	
  
“Dense	
   red	
   black	
   with	
   a	
   tightly	
   fruited	
   nose	
   of	
   concentrated,	
   uber-­‐ripe	
   black	
   fruits,	
   leading	
   to	
   a	
  
palate	
   with	
   impressively	
   structured	
   black	
   fruits,	
   intense	
   and	
   rich	
   with	
   a	
   substantial	
   ripe	
   tannic	
  
backbone,	
  spiced	
  with	
  a	
  long,	
  evolving	
  finish.	
  Delicious,	
  punches	
  well	
  above	
  its	
  weight.	
  2019	
  –	
  2029”	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

***	
  


